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Abstract:

This study explores the principle of procedural integrity as one of the core ethical and functional pillars in regulating
judicial proceedings. It focuses on the historical evolution of this principle across ancient legal systems—from the earliest
codifications to Islamic law—passing through Greek, Roman, and Canon law traditions. The research is grounded in the
hypothesis that procedural integrity is not a modern innovation, but rather a foundational value that has accompanied the
emergence of justice since antiquity and has significantly influenced the shaping of contemporary legal systems.

The first section of the study lays the theoretical foundation of the principle, demonstrating that integrity is not
merely a moral virtue, but also a procedural necessity that ensures fair litigation and prevents the abuse of procedural
mechanisms for malicious or deceptive ends. It highlights how ancient legislative systems, despite often being class-based
or authoritarian, embedded early notions of integrity. This was evident in the Code of Hammurabi, which penalized false
claims with double compensation and mandated written contracts to prevent fraud and denial. The Greek philosophical
tradition—particularly the writings of Plato, Aristotle, and Socrates—connected justice with integrity and virtue, advocating
for procedural transparency, shorter trial periods, and limits on elite interference. Roman law further developed the principle,
enshrining doctrines such as estoppel and emphasizing fair procedures, including public hearings, multiple levels of appeal,
and equitable time for defense. The Canon law system, inspired by Christian teachings, advanced concepts of good faith,
honesty, and contractual balance, leaving a lasting imprint on European legal frameworks during the Middle Ages.

The second section centers on Islamic jurisprudence, which elevated the principle of integrity beyond procedural
formalities into a holistic legal and ethical norm governing all transactions. This part presents procedural integrity from two
perspectives: that of the judge, who is required to uphold justice, avoid favoritism, treat litigants equally, ensure public
hearings, and verify evidence before ruling, in accordance with Quranic verses and Hadiths; and that of the litigants, who are
expected to refrain from lying, abuse, irrelevance, or bad faith, as emphasized in prophetic traditions and the writings of
classical scholars such as Al-Ghazali and Ibn al-Qayyim.

Methodologically, the study adopts a historical-analytical and comparative approach, examining legal systems side-
by-side while anchoring its findings in both jurisprudential texts and judicial practices. This allows for a comprehensive
understanding of how the principle emerged and developed across different legal traditions.

The study concludes that procedural integrity has always been—and remains—a vital component of ensuring
judicial fairness and restoring public confidence in the legal system. It is a principle inherited across diverse legal cultures
and deserves to be explicitly codified in modern legal frameworks and reinforced through judicial interpretation, thereby
balancing the right to litigation with the obligation to act with honesty and fairness.
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